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Church pushes A-B too far on OLP closing _
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We think the Archdiocese of Greater Boston made one huge mistake deciding to close
Our Lady of Presentation School and a second, even bigger, mistake in spurning a well [=7] E-mail article to a friend

thought-out plan from the parents and neighbors to turn it into a private school. & vi . )
lIew graphnic version

The school has a long and glorious history in Boston, and it plays a vital part even today
in keeping Oak Square from being overrun by students and student housing. So the stakes E Search site
are big not just for the moms and dads who will have to find a new school for their kids this

fall. The stakes are big for all of Allston and Brighton. ES) sian up for home delivery

To their credit, the neighbors have tried smothering the archdiocese with kindness. But it
is time for all of us to realize a different approach may be needed.

There are already signs the parents understand that. There are rumors some families
will stage some sort of civil disobedience at the school. Another option might be to take a
lesson of the parishes around the region which have chosen to stage a vigil, with a rotating
crew of volunteers.Either way, a loud show of strength might be the only way to get the
archdiocese's attention.

OLP supporters seem to have realized as much recently. They recently declared that
they are ready to battle the church, vowing to block the zoning and planning permits
needed for whoever buys church property in their neighborhood. That might not be
enough, which is why more desperate measures are now being debated.

Meanwhile, the archdiocese seems determined bring in the tribunal office that decides
divorces and other liturgical matters, rather than something that adds to the community.
Some neighbors fear the church might ultimately be planning to sell the current tribunal to
Boston College. No one is saying, but it seems the only way to explain the church's strange
behavior in Oak Square.

The time for compromise is past. The only way to get the church's attention is to make it
clear to them that the families of the OLP School will not be pushed around anymore.

We only hope that it is not too late.
Fixing the Pike

The Massachusetts Turnpike is Massachusetts' spinal artery, distributing business and
commerce from one end of our region to the other. It's also the quickest way to get to the
office, the airport, the mall and back home again.

The quickest, but not the cheapest. Whether we fish for change at the tollbooths or let
our Fast Lane transponders silently tap into our credit card accounts, we pay a price every
time we get on the Pike.

The money we pay buys more than the asphalt we travel on. Revenue from Boston
tollpayers subsidizes the more lightly traveled miles to the west, including the Berkshires,
where drivers pay no tolls. A greater inequity lies to the east, where Pike tollpayers
contribute with each trip to the cost of the Big Dig. Some $367 million of that project's $14.6
billion price tag comes from the Mass. Turnpike Authority, while South Shore commuters
ride toll-free on the new Central Artery.
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