
06/11/2005 08:15 PMTheBostonChannel.com - News - Mayor Demands Church Apology For School Closing

Page 1 of 2http://www.thebostonchannel.com/news/4595026/detail.html

Video

Amalia  Barreda
Reports  On  Graduation

Search      Contact  the
Station

Get  RSS Sign  up  for  E-
News

Local Experts Help You Need Food Dating Travel Legal Center Auto Shopping YellowPages What's On WCVB

Home News Politics Weather Sports HealthBeat Buyer Beware Entertainment Chronicle Natalie WCVB

Weight Loss Money Tech House and Home Real Estate Career Weddings Family Community Education Pets The Click

« HOME | NEWS

Email This Story    Print This Story

Mayor Demands Church Apology For School
Closing
Graduation Ceremonies Held At Faneuil Hall Friday

POSTED:  3:27  pm  EDT June  10,  2005
UPDATED:  7:47  pm  EDT June  10,  2005

BOSTON -- Boston  Mayor  Thomas  Menino  called  on  the  Boston  Archdiocese
to  apologize  to  the  students,  families  and  faculty  of  the  Our  Lady  of
Presentation  School  after  the  school  was  suddenly  closed  school  two  days
before  classes  were  scheduled  to  end.

The  archdiocese  said  it  had  learned  parents  had
planned  a protest  Friday  after  school  and  issued  a
statement  from  Bishop  Richard  Lennon  that  said,
"We  simply  could  not  permit  the  school  year  to
continue  based  on  the  information  we  had
received."  The  statement  claimed  the  decision  was
based  on  safety  concerns.

NewsCenter  5's  Amalia  Barreda  reported  that
Menino  arranged  a special  graduation  ceremony  for
some  of  the  students  at  Boston's  Faneuil  Hall  Friday
morning.  Parents  and  students  said  having

graduation  at  the  historic  hall  was  exciting,  but  they  wished  they  could  have
held  it  at  the  school.

Menino  called  on  Archbishop  Sean  O'Malley  to  apologize.

"I'm  very  frustrated  because,  you  know,  there's  no  conversation.  The
spokesman  for  the  archdiocese  gets  on  the  TV and  says  it  was  necessary.
Well,  it  wasn't  necessary.  He  knew  how  to  handle  the  situation,"  Menino  said.

Secretary  of  State  William  Galvin,  a  graduate  of  the  school,  said  he  was
available  to  help  the  archdiocese  if  it  feared  parents  were  going  to  take  over
the  building.

"(There  are)  many  people  they  could  have  reached  out  to;  they  reached  out
to  no  one.  They  could  have  reached  out  to  the  mayor.  They  didn't  do  any  of
that,"  said  Galvin.

Because  the  actual  certificates  remain  locked  in  the  school,  parents
reproduced  awards  and  diplomas  that  were  given  to  11  graduating  sixth -
graders.  But  behind  the  smiles,  there  were  tears  making  for  a  bittersweet
day.  For  most,  no  apology  from  the  archbishop  is  going  to  make  the  situation
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day.  For  most,  no  apology  from  the  archbishop  is  going  to  make  the  situation
better.

"This  can't  be  forgiven,  at  least  not  for  me,"  said  student  Megan  Sanchez.

"I've  been  angry,  sad  and  a little  bit  happy  today  because  it's  fun,"  said
student  Sabrina  Rubaud.

"Keeping  the  school  open  - -  that  would  be  the  ultimate  apology," said  student
Jonathan  Pierre.

Students  and  parents  stood  outside  the  school  Friday  morning  holding  signs
protesting  the  early  closure.  Drivers  honked  their  horns  in  support  as they
drove  by.

"There  are  a few  of  my  friends  that  I  know  I  won't  see  anymore  because  they
are  far  away  from  here,"  said  fifth - grader  Colleen  Curry.

"Even  if  something  was  going  to  happen,  and  it  wasn't,  they  should  have  let
the  kids  have  their  graduation,"  said  parent  Tom  Curry.

"It  is  not  a  good  example  for  the  child.  It  is  horrible  for  the  teachers  and
horrible  for  the  community,"  said  parent  Siobhan  McHugh.

The  school  was  originally  scheduled  to  close  last  year,  but  remained  open  in
part  by  a personal  $100,000  line  of  credit  from  Galvin.

At  Faneuil  Hall  Friday,  parents  said  they  wanted  the  day  to  be  about  the
children,  not  protest.

Copyright  2005  by  TheBostonChannel.  All  rights  reserved.  This  material  may
not  be  published,  broadcast,  rewritten  or  redistributed.
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