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Kennedy is right

The editorial on Sen. Ted Ken-

nedy’s pointed criticiam of President

Bush's policy in Ireg, or more ap-

propriately, lack of it, is a lesson in

obituseness (“Ted K spaaks out

and he's still wrong,” Feb. 5).

The Herald again gives the tor-
tured logic that attacking lrag has
made America safer from al-

Qasda. Kennedy is not “dead wrong,”
as the Herald says. He s dead on
target and we should all be thankful
for his courage and candor.

Every reasonable person ex-
presses joy aver the lragi election but
the Herald's equation of “freedom
i Irag" with destruction of al-Qaeda
is spurious, Our involvement n irag
drains from our resources and ability
to strike at al-Qaseda, particularly at
its heart, in Afghanistan.

= Robert Cannon, Quincy

Columnist Charles Chieppo de-
cries the fact that the archdiocesan
leadership has once again done as
it pleases rather than what is best for
the peaple ("Church must practice
as it preaches,” Feb. 7). Is it possible
that our church leaders consider

themselves something other than
Americans? They defiantly de-
nounce discussions and the American
way of thinking. It appears their
goal is to have parishicners as “well
behaved” as our European coun-
l terparts and just do as we are told,
What more can be done to

prove to them that their time has
passed and we are now and acti-
vely involved laity?

— Rose Barrett, Braintree

Students still at risk

The real root cause of the acci-
dent on the VFW Parkway is not un-
I plowed sidewalks ("“There are no
excuses,” Feb. 5). While we're
paying millions of dollars to bus
students to Boston schools each
vear, every day dozens of West
Roxbury High students take MBTA
buses and then walk a half-milz to
o the school. They're crossing the VFW
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mast often not using crosswalks. it's

a recipe for more accidents.
These students also leave the

campus at all hours of the day to
hang in the neighborhoods and
take those buses home. The selution
is simple: Have a bus at Forest
Hills that goes directly to West Rox-
bury High, and require all students
to use that bus and not the others.
Until the root cause is ad-

dressed, the state can shovel all it
wants, but anather accident is in-
avitable.

— Andrew . Porter,

West Roxbury

After going to the Herald's Web
site many times a day, | feel the
need to thank Herald reporter
Thomas Caywood and photographer
John Wilcox for their brave cover-
age of the 42nd Military Police Co.
(A vote for freedom,™ Jan. 31 It
agives me such comfort to be able
see my husband, SFC Frank Smith,
Also, it allows me to get an under-
standing of what they are endur-
ing. My thoughts and prayers are
with them.

— Anita Smith, Carlstadt, N.J.

Crisis exaggerated

After nearly Tour vears of vague
proposals to rescue and overhaul our
“failing” Secial Security system,
President Bush is proposing partial
privatization accounts that are
wrong, frightening and confounding
{“President rolls out big plans,”

Feh, 3). Wreng because how many
workers would know what to in-
viest in. Frightening because of the
possible shrinkage and dissipation

of the funds at retirement time. Con-
founding because of unnecessary
transition costs of 32 trillion plus bil-
lions more in brokers fees annually.

The Congressional Budget Office
predicts Social Security will pay full
benefits through 2052 and BO per-
cent thereafter. If this is the case,
then there is no immediate threat
to future retirees. But to ensure that
there will be no reduction of bene-
fits and to increase the fund, there is
a simple solution: Remove the cap
on taxable wages.

= David Baskin, Holbrook



