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Outraged Menino comes to the rescue

By Kimberly Atkins
Friday, June 10, 2005 - Updated: 10:30 AM EST

Mayor Thomas M. Menino lashed out at the Archdiocese of Boston yesterday, less than 24 hours
after the church pushed a kindergarten graduation out of Our Lady of the Presentation School in
Brighton.

Menino said he was ““angry as blazes" at the move Wednesday night to shutter the school. Church
officials changed the locks after catching wind of an alleged plan by some parents and students to
occupy the building.

The mayor, who invited students to hold today's 6th-grade graduation at Faneuil Hall, said he was
““disgusted" by the church's actions.

Menino said yesterday's kindergarten graduation, which was held outdoors at Oak Square instead
of in the school, “*should have been a day of celebration."”

“Now," he said, "it's a day of sorrow."

Menino's criticism comes a year after parents and community activists began to do battle with the
archdiocese over the future of Our Lady of the Presentation. The school is set to close this summer
and reopen as archdiocesan offices in the fall, although the future use is uncertain.

Parents and other politicians vented yesterday at a ceremony held with food, chairs, tables,
balloons and other supplies provided by community groups.

“"These children wanted nothing more than a few more days to graduate,” said parent Nancy
DeRosa.

Teachers said they had no advance notice of the lockout.

“"We had a hard week already here knowing that it was closing and preparing for that," said pre-
kindergarten teacher Diane Berkeley. “"Then now we have this."

Terry Donilon, Archbishop Sean O'Malley's spokesman, said the archbishop had no other choice
after hearing of a rumored sit-in plan at the school - a rumor denied by local community groups
fighting the school conversion plan.

“This is not what he wanted to do, but it's what he had to do," Donilon said.
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